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Purpose:   To develop a process to facilitate the mandated point in time count of sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons.

Policy:   It is the intent of SC-CHAP to facilitate a comprehensive and accurate point in time count as mandated by HUD.  The point in time count will provide a count of sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons.  HUD has mandated that beginning in 2012, sheltered counts are to be done annually and unsheltered counts bi-annually. SC-CHAP can determine if annual counts of sheltered and unsheltered are necessary.  
Counts will be further broken down into subpopulation categories including counts of persons who are chronically homeless, persons with severe mental illness, chronic substance abusers, veterans, persons with HIV/AIDS, victims of domestic violence and unaccompanied children.  The date of the count will be determined by HUD.

Procedures:  The Continuous Quality Improvement Committee is responsible for facilitating the annual point in time count.  The HMIS administrator will work closely with the committee chair and the emergency shelters to ensure an accurate sheltered homeless count.  The HMIS administrator will also ensure, to the greatest extent possible, that the sheltered and unsheltered counts are unduplicated.

It is the expectation of SC-CHAP that member agencies will provide manpower to deploy to key areas (soup kitchens, hospitals, mental health facilities, public libraries, etc.) during the designated timeframe to obtain pertinent information, and that processes mandated by HUD are used and followed.  
References:  
2014 Housing Inventory Count and Point-in-Time Count of Homeless Persons Data Collection Guidance – HUD
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